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THE TAUPŌ FISHING 
CLUB NEWSLETTER. 

Trout fishing in New Zealand,  
and Taupō is under threat 

This is a very serious threat, to not only the Taupo area 
fishery, but also wider New Zealand. The Indigenous 
Freshwater Fish Amendment Bill currently before parliament 
proposes better protection for native freshwater species, 
this is great, but at huge expense! The proposal gives the 
department of conservation (DOC) the power to remove 
trout and salmon from any body of water they see fit 
without consultation with Fish & Game, nor the public. 
Additionally the proposed bill allows for the sale, and 
farming of trout under the Treaty of Waitangi. Something I 
fail to get my head around personally being an introduced 
species of more than 150 years establishment.


There is also a proposed clause in the bill that removes the 
requirement for occupiers of land to comply with trout 
fishing rules and regulations. This clause alone will be a 
likely cause for serious destruction of some fisheries, 
especially those on private land throughout the Taupo 
region.


Quite simply, opening up trout farming as a business will 
drive increased poaching for black market sale - this I am 
sure of, and many anglers within the Taupo region are more 
than familiar with localised poaching during spawning runs. 
Yes, we do need to make more effort to preserve our native 
species, but from experience, eradicating trout is not the 
way forward. Commercial and recreational white baiting 
coupled with loss of stream habitat through increasingly 
intensive farming practices are areas that need focus, not 
the recreational freshwater sector. Conservatively the 
freshwater angling sector contributes around half a billion 
dollars to the New Zealand economy each year, a figure not 
to be taken lightly continued on next page


WHATS BEEN HAPPENING 

GUEST SPEAKER: PETER WILTON 

WADING SAFETY COURSE 

BI MONTHLY COMPETITION 

RISE FLY FISHING FILM FESTIVAL 

TROPHY NIGHT 

THURSDAY FLY TYING 

WHATS TO COME 

SALTWATER FISHING TRIP: KAWHIA 

OCTOBER 1: OPENING DAY (much 
excitement) 

NOVEMBER 4: ANNUAL SMOKE OFF 

ANNUAL TOURNAMENT (planning) 
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The proposed bill could majorly impact the commercial 
sector of the Taupo fishery for the now, and the future of our 
children, so I urge you to act quickly via a quick email 
outlining you opposition to the bill by emailing Jacinda 
Ardern, jacinda.ardern@parliament.govt.nz and CC’ing in 
your local MP. The link below has some suggestions and a 
template to assist with your opposition to the bill. I love the 
Taupo fishery, it’s world class and unique, and as with most 
things these days, making a noise in numbers, can, and 
often does bring results. We all need to band together and I 
urge you to also state that this proposed bill threatening our 
freshwater fishery heritage will not be forgotten come 
election time.


You can view the proposed bill and associated clauses by 
visiting the following links

https://fishandgame.org.nz/threat-to-trout/


Conservation (Indigenous Freshwater Fish) Amendment Bill 
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2018/0087/

Let’s fight this madness together, Andrew Harding – 
passionate NZ angler.

FROM THE EDITOR 

Welcome back! I hope most of us have sidestepped that 
terrible virus that has been going around, some of us were 
stuck at home daydreaming about trout or seething despair 
as our partners and friends were out there fishing and 
flaunting their catch. With October within reach, be safe out 
there if you’re planning a backcountry mission, and be sure 
to clean check dry! I know, we are all excited. So where will 
you go for opening? Will you be going somewhere new? Or 
will you be hitting the salty seas in search for that trophy 
fish? I know I will be making an effort to get back to my 
fishing origins, on the salt water, angling for varied species. 


Two weeks over Christmas and New Years I will be flying 
down south with Claudio Wyss. I might be sneaking off to 
the canals for a sly fish with the spinning rod while he fishes 
some majestic and remote backcountry river (imagine Julie 
Andrews singing). 


This month we are 
privileged to welcome 
Lesley Hosking and 
Summer Lawton to the 
club committee! We are 
thankful for your 
contribution and support 
thus far, and look forward 
to work collaboratively 
over the years to come!  

 WELCOME OUR NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS

https://fishandgame.org.nz/threat-to-trout/
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2018/0087/latest/LMS73110.html
https://fishandgame.org.nz/threat-to-trout/
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2018/0087/latest/LMS73110.html
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Early September Taupo Fishing Club Members attended a wader safety course run by Garth Oakden, an 
experienced rafting guide and owner of Tongariro River Rafting   
Words by Doug Oldfield.


The session began with a presentation on a range of wading safety topics from what to wear, evaluating the river 
environment to identify risks, how to improve your safety, and what to do should you get into trouble in the water.

Then it was time to put the lessons into practice in the Tongariro River itself.

Members buddied up and Garth supervised the practical use of the wading stick, how to lock together in preparation for 
wading, and finally actually getting in the water to experience what to do should you end up in the water.


What to wear  
Always wear a wading belt with chest 
waders.

Wear Poly prop clothing under the waders, 
fleece, soft shell clothing.

Waterproof jacket.

Wading Stick.

Good wading boots with cleats.

Don’t wear cotton clothing against skin.

Wading 
What you should do before you cross.

Plan.

Where to enter where to get out.

What is the current doing, will it help.

What is downstream.

Plan B. What if it goes wrong where to 
now! 

Use wading stick on the upstream side.

Stick should be at least above elbow 
height.

Move one, either one foot or stick once 
at a time.

Use stick to probe/test.


Tips for wading with others 
Strongest wader upstream.

Rods in outside hands.

Hold in-between the shoulder blades or back of 
waders

Take your time.

Move one piece at a time one person one step 
then the next.

Finally - So you’re in the water 
Stay Calm and assess whats going on.

Roll onto your back and feet out in front.

Float downstream and use your arms to steer you.

Propel with feet.

Remember when you get to the bank, your waders may 
have a lot of water in them making it hard to move. You 
may be better to crawl out rather than try and stand and 
walk.
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MEET THE LAWTON FAMILY 

Nine years ago the Lawton family moved to Taupō and set 
their roots here. William Lawton has been fly fishing for 
eight years, his grandad gifted him a half day of fishing with 
the local guide Peter Wilton. He caught his first number of 
trout with Peter, then for six months alone he caught 
nothing. He was fishing every weekend. 

In 2011 William learnt to fish the river mouths, he entered 
the clubs annual fishing competition and had no fish to 
weigh in, but won the ‘unlucky angler’ prize. In 2012 he 
entered again weighed in a 820gram rainbow trout. In 2013 
he weighed in a brown trout at 4lb, William’s angling skills 
were improving; in 2014 he landed another brown trout 
weighing 6 1/2 lb and won ‘heaviest brown trout.’ In 2015 
he won again with a 5.9 brown trout, in 2016 a 8lb brown 
trout and in the months following he and his family joined 
the club. In 2017 William landed yet another brown trout and 
won the competition, the trout is mounted on the Lawton’s 
lounge wall, the memories etched into William’s mind and 
the story shared with others with great detail and passion. In 
the same year Shirley Fraser invited the Lawton family to an 
AGM, there she caught William by surprise as she 
nominated him to be club president which was supported by 
the committee, he accepted with their help as he learned the 
ropes of club life and duties. 


Summer Lawton is an avid angler, boat fisher, and gets out 
there at every opportunity. She frequently attends club 
activities and supports them, whilst keeping track of their 
children who are absolute live wires and great company. 
Summer’s favourite fishing moments in the last few years 
have been fishing with Mandy Kupenga from Māori 
Television’s ‘Get Your Fish On’ and during a fishing trip to 
the Mokohinau  Islands with Tony Orton from ‘Offshore 
Adventures’ chasing Kingfish. 

Summer has recently joined the committee, and is our new 
bar manager. Her vision is to see more youth and juniors out 
there enjoying nature while fishing. 


There are 4 children in the lawton family, all girls, and are 
encouraged to fish at any given opportunity, in fact next 
months issue will cover some of their adventures which had 
the editor in a ball of laughter! 


The Lawton’s are a pleasure to be around, since they have 
been involved with the club they have contributed to the 
rejuvenation of events, encouraged new members and 
shared their positive experiences as individuals and as a 
family. Their goal is “to grow an inviting and friendly 
atmosphere for our fishing community” and many can 
agree that they have achieved this.
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THURSDAY NIGHT FLY TYING 

This weekly event has ended for the year and has 
attracted a great group of individuals with varied 
experience on the vice. This is an environment where 
we can come and share our flies, or learn how to tie 
them and pick up new methods along the way. It’s 
always interesting to hear how they have been working 
in our local fishery! Great stuff team!

Taupō was fortunate to host another RISE, it was very enthralling to see these great films and to get a different 
perspective of fly fishing from around the globe.


We watched an episode of PURE FLY NZ, a New Zealand based television series which features Rene Vas and friends 
as they prove that winter fishing is possible and exciting in the South Island, and that there is no need to wait for 
opening! 


A film from Aussie Fly Fisher and friends following their journey as they chase the infamous Goodoo which is the 
name of the film and the fish, also known as the Murray Cod. This is one fish to add to the bucket list, known to eat 
ducks whole, and can grow over 1m in length. 


Atlanticus had people in awe and sitting on the edge of their seats! A very exciting and inspiring film about a group of 
friends who find Tarpon in unusual places. The beaches of Gabon, through Mexico, and deep into Central America… 
this is a must see. 


My Mom Vala is about a child named Mathilda who made a video as tribute to her mom on Mother’s Day. Both are 
anglers. Mathilda’s mother commutes between a family fishing lodge in Greenland, to Iceland, where Mathilda stays.


Three runs follows the dreams put in action, of a group of friends who chase Atlantic salmon. The film is set in 
Russia’s Kola Peninsula on the Ponoi river. 




  September 2018 // // Newsletter 1




GUEST SPEAKER, PETER WILTON 

This month we were very fortunate to have Peter Wilton and his wife come and speak to the Taupō club, as well 
members from the Rotorua and Napier clubs - we extend our thanks again. It was also William Lawton’s birthday!  

Peter is a contractor trap operator for DoC, and local guide, who spoke about the trap operation at Te Whaiau 
stream, a spawning location for trout, of Lake Otamangakau. 


Peter with “the catch of his 
life”


Thank you for coming along to 
speak with us, you are both 
welcome anytime. 

BI MONTHLY COMPETITION RESULTS 
  
Bi-monthly Winners, congratulations to John Russell for Heaviest 
Fish and Lance Carrington for Best Condition. Many thanks to all 
the members who entered and to Taupo Rod and Tackle for 
sponsoring. Next comp date: 3/4 November.
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TROPHY EVENING 

Congratulations to all our 2017/18 Trophy Winners and thanks to our new Trophy Sponsors, Hunting & 
Fishing New Zealand, Fly & Gun Taupo, Loop Tackle - NZ & Australia, and Taupo Rod & Tackle.


Matt Pate was presented a 

Dave Parker handmade pen in 

appreciation for all of Matt's 

work and support he has given 

to Taupo Fishing Club as 
President, Treasurer and an 

active member.  June is always 

quietly working away in the 

background as our IT expert 

and past Treasurer. Taupo 

Fishing Club appreciates the 

time June commits to our club. 


Matt and June, we thank you! 


The Loop, and Taupo Rod and Tackle Saltwater 
Fly Trophy was presented to its first and worthy 
winner Bronwyn Wilson.

Bob Bevege won Taupo Hunting and Fishing’s 
Trophy for Biggest Trout caught with Fish and 
Game Licence (excluding South Island Canals) 
presented by Geoff Stent. 

Lesley Hosking was presented with the Taupo 
Hunting and Fishing’s Trophy for Biggest South 
Island Canal Trout, by Geoff Stent. 

Bronwyn Wilson won the Biggest Tuna Trophy,

Bob Bevege won the Biggest Snapper Trophy, 

Heather Carrington won the Biggest Brown 
Trout Trophy, Sarah and Emily Lawton won the 
Junior Points Trophy, Bob Bevege won the 
Senior Points Trophy, Sarah Lawton won the 
Biggest Junior Trout, Heather Carrington Won 
the Biggest (Taupo) Fish Trophy, all presented 
by William Lawton.

Absent: Steve La Grow, won Biggest Rainbow 
Trout & Andrew McHale, won Biggest Hapuka.
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Fisho Friends Out There Doing It! 

Come and visit us every Friday at the Club!  

located at the AC Baths Avenue (opposite the AC baths), the room in open from 5:30pm-8pm, we have a 
bar and if you intend to purchase beverages and snacks, please bring your ID and cash as EFTPOS is 
unavailable.  We run a Members Friday night Draw; this starts at $10 and increases by $10 per week to a 
maximum of $50 until won, a Taupo Rod & Tackle Voucher to be claimed instead of a bar tab which was 
previously run. 

Additionally we are running a $25 meat raffle to raise funds for the purchase of bait for the anticipated 
fishing trip to Kawhia! 


A reminder to renew your membership! 


Visitors and all members welcome! 


Paul aka Dauntless Drift

Cherry & Shirley

Doug & Shirley Doug

Please send your fishing photos to rtjterra@gmail.com  
We would love to feature your photos and stories in the 
newsletter !  

That’s all for this month, tight lines all. 

mailto:rtjterra@gmail.com
mailto:rtjterra@gmail.com

